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Dear Parents,

	   The school year is in full swing and the 7th grade music students have been expanding their guitar skills and studying ragtime, jazz, blues, swing and rock music.   It is about time to start preparation for our 7th grade music program. 

This is a new adventure for us at Lakewood Middle School and we are extremely excited!  Below is all the info that you need at this point.   I would like to keep you updated as we go through this process so if you could please fill out the response form at the back of this packet I will be sending some email updates on the students’ progress.  Also, you can go to the Willy Wonka Kids webpage for information. Go to www.lakewooddrama.com and click in Willy Wonka.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS-
   Willy Wonka comes to Lakewood on DECEMBER 20th at 7:00pm  Admission will be free for this event, so make sure you tell all your friends and family to come and see these outstanding student stars. 

The first semester 7th grade music classes will present Willy Wonka.  This is the “Broadway Kids” adaptation of Ronald Dahl’s timeless story of the world famous candy man and his quest to find an heir that comes to life in this stage adaptation of “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” 	
****Please take time to read through all of this information.  

 We just finished watching the movie in class. In this packet you will find a script, CD, and parent information packet.   Student will need to bring their script to music class every day, but the cd is for home. 

Here are some questions we might hear from the students …

Do I have to participate? I don’t like to sing. Why isn’t participation optional?
Yes. There are a wide variety of ways to be involved with the musical. 
Some students will have solos and leads, while most of them are in the chorus and group
scenes. If participation were optional, a great number of students might opt out, citing their busy
schedules, lack of interest, and peer pressure. For many of our students, it is truly a once
in a lifetime experience with such a production, and their last experience with music
education. We firmly believe that this is a wonderful educational and social experience
not to be missed by anyone 

When are the rehearsals and performances?
The schedule and other exciting information will be posted on the Willy Wonka web page.  Go to www.lakewooddrama.com and click on the Willy Wonka button.  ALL rehearsals will happen in music class. The actual performance is the ONLY out of school time that the students are required to be at.  I have checked the high school and middle school calendars and there is nothing else scheduled on this evening. PLEASE mark your calendar now for Dec. 20th.  We only have our best performance when all of our music students participate. 
Why do we do a musical?
There are many performance-based standards in the music course of study. The
production of a musical is a great project to culminate our middle school music course of
study.

What will I get out of it?
This is truly a great experience. Even the students who are hesitant to participate will
benefit greatly. Aside from the countless educational objectives, the musical is a great
time for the 7th  grade  music classes to come together to work on a big project. It is a very social time, giving the students the chance to interact with each other and the director in a
different setting. It is a time to see each other’s talents soar and learn new things about
each person. The feeling of pride and accomplishment that emerges when the final bows
are applauded is truly amazing. 

What does my student need for a costume. 
Parts and chorus parts will be assigned by the second week of November. (Maybe before)
At that point I will send home information on what each child needs

Parent Help-
 Parents we will need some help with the set, costumes and a few other details.  If you are willing to help, please mark what you are willing to help with on the form below. I will be on touch with you soon 

Can we video and take pictures at the performance?
 Willy Wonka, Kids is a production that we had to purchase rights for. Video taping or recording by any means is strictly prohibited by federal copyright laws.  There are HUGE penalties and fines.  For this reason, we will not let cameras in the door and anyone who is recording this production in anyway will be instructed to leave. 

We will make an enormous amount of photos from rehearsals and performances available to you for free. They will be downloadable from the Willy Wonka web page. 
If you have questions about this, please feel free to contact me. 


Looking forward to “showing off” these great 7th grade stars on Dec. 20th.

Sincerely,

Martha Fickle







Willy Wonka, Kids - Schedule

Week of Oct. 24th- Watch the movie of “Willy Wonka” in class and read through the script for 			        the first time.

Week of Oct 31st- Rehearsals begin in music class! Woo Hoo! We will first work on the   
		parts that the students will need to know if they are interested in trying for a lead
          		character. 
		       
Week of Nov. 7th- students will have a chance to read and sing for lead Characters, all parts
			Will be assigned by the end of the week. 
	***Please remember that although some parts are bigger than others, EVERY part is of equal importance.  For example, although the Oompa Loompas are not “leading roles” what would Willy Wonka be without them.   

Week of Nov. 14th -  Adding of Choreography to songs and blocking. 

Week of Nov. 21st- 2 day week because of Thanksgiving

Week of Nov. 28th-  working on parts and whole of the show

Week of Dec. 5th- running of the show

Week of Dec. 12th running of the show

Dec. 16th, 19th and 20th- We will be practicing at the High School for 3rd and 4th period.  We will be walking over and back. PLEASE, make sure students are dressed for the weather.  It is imperative that we rehearsal on the high school stage these 3 days so we will be going over no matter what the weather. 

Dec. 20th- Show NIGHT!!!! “Willy Wonka, Kids” 
	5:30pm-Students will need to report to the high school for mic checks, costumes etc.
	6:30pm- The doors open to the Performing Arts Center
	7:00pm- Curtain for “Willy Wonka”
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Miss Fickle’s Contact information

Email- mfickle@laca.org
MS number- 7:00am-11:00am  928-8330
HS performing arts Number- 11:00am-2:30pm and many evenings 928-4496





Tear on line and return the bottom portion by Nov. 5th. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Student/ Parent information 

Student’s name____________________________

Parent(s)name______________________________

Parents email______________________________

Parent’s  contact phone number_____________________________

We need some parent help with costumes, set, props and the program.  Are you willing to help??

Parent Help

____Yes, I am willing to help with some easy sewing

_____yes, I can help aquire costumes

_____yes, I can help with the props

______yes, I am willing to help with the set






Students who are interested in a speaking or solo singing part will need to prepare the following.


Charlie or Grnadpa Joe- Male or Female-  singing

Pg. 34- (I’ve Got a Golden Ticket) beginning to m. 37

-singing part in a group or solo

Sing- pg 23. “The Candy Man” measure 18- measure 35 (take repeat)

Willy Wonka- pg. 39- 
 Beginning to measure 37

Veruca- - female singing-
Pg. 54- “I want It Now” – Beginning through measure 47
 A singing part group or solo-

Veruca- speaking pg. 28 
 Daddy, I want  him fired. FIRED! You hear me? Fired, fired FIRED!

Violet- speaking- pg 31- 
I’m a gum chewer, normally, but when I heard about Wonka’s contest, I laid off the gum and switched to candy bars.  Now of course I’m right back on gum. In fact, I’ve been working on this piece for over three months solid.  I’ve beaten the record set by my best friend, Miss Coenelia Printzmetel.  Hi Cornelia… listen to this… (chews loudly into microphone) That’s the sound of you losing! Isten some more…

Augustus – speaking pg. 43
 It’s so good!  I think I’ve had too much chocolate. Ah,,,Ah…Ah.. CHOOO!!!

Phineous Trout- Speaking, non-singing role- Lots of lines to memorize
 Pg. 31-
  Ladies and gentlemen, this JUST In; the FOURTH golden Ticket has been located in Television City, California.  Leaving only the fifth and final ticket to be found!  We’re live at the home of Mike Teavee, the finder of the fourth Golden Ticket.  Here’s Mike Teavee now.  Tell us about finding the Golden Ticket ma’am!

Mike TV- Page 31- Speaking- sings in a group/no solo
	Yeah! I GOT a ticket, big deal! Means I/m gonna miss at least an hour of my second favorite show AND  I’m gonna have to leave the house to tour some stupid chocolate factory. Right.  Whatever …Hit him! Hit him harder…yeah!




Charlie- Speaking/ singing- Male or female
 Mr. Wonka, I don’t deserve a lifetime supply of chocolate- I tasted the Fizzy Lifting Drink and broke the rules.  And I’m very sorry.  Thank you for a wonderful day and tour.  It was better than Christmas. 

Wonka- pg. 59- \It’s very possible! Imagine sitting at home watching tv and suddenly you see a commercial- “Try a Wonka bar, try it now!” – And poof- there it is!  A simple touch of that switch RIGHT THERE- but-it’s not been properly tested, therefore NOBODY should tocu this. 
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